
Parish Clerk’s Report on Agenda Items
10 April – 3 May, 2008

Item 3a Damage to seat at Mill Corner:  I regret to report that this matter continues unresolved. 
Today, I have written again to the haulage contractor in terms discussed at the last meeting.  As a 
precaution, I have also acquired leaflets advising how to make a claim in the Small Claims Court.  

Item 3c Munro’s Buses: Since the last meeting I have spoken to the Parish Clerk at Kirkwhelpington.  It 
appears that the only difficulties experienced by users of the service 131 in Kirkwhelpington have been at 
Christmas time when it was thought that a larger bus might have been helpful.  I have received no 
response to the posters placed in other parishes.  I will pass on to Northumberland County Council the 
very limited information I have collected to date and will continue to monitor the issue.

Item 3g Parish Council Website: Following the discussion at the last meeting I considered the amount 
of work involved in setting-up, maintaining and updating the proposed website.  The possible first-year 
costs are given in the table below.  I have purposely over-estimated the annual cost in subsequent years at 
£400.  This amount would allow for 4.75hrs work per month.

Otterburn Parish Council Website £
Set-up time (10 hours @ £7 per hour) 70
Maintenance and updating (3hrs per month @ £7 per hour) 252
Annual Fee (Paid to www.Parish-Council.com) 25

Projected First year Cost: 347

The first and subsequent year costs would be offset by inviting local businesses to advertise on the 
website.  Eight advertisements at £50 would cover the estimated annual costs.  The following are 
examples of those local businesses I would invite to advertise: Otterburn Hall, Otterburn Tower, the 
Percy Arms/Chevy Chase, Woodhill, Dunns Houses B&B, the Butter Churn B&B, Otterburn Sporting 
Clays, Girsonfield Stud, Otterburn Mill, the Border Reiver, MOD Estates and the Game Conservancy. 
This list is not exhaustive.  Additionally there are businesses immediately without the Parish boundary that 
might wish to advertise.  These could include Northumberland Quality Meats and other B&Bs.  I have 
drafted a [personalised] letter to these businesses as follows:
In the near future, Otterburn Parish Council will be publishing a website.  As you might imagine, the Parish Council is excited 
about this new development.  

The purpose of the website is to promote the Parish and provide a convenient source of Parish and other information for 
residents and visitors alike.  In time, the website will include a document library, a local news page, an events calendar, a 
members list, a guest book and feedback form.

The website will be published on the world-wide web by www.Parish-Council.com which has helped Parish Council’s in all 
parts of the UK to create professional-quality websites using on-line software and simple templates.

Parish-Council.com charges a small annual fee of £24.95 for their services.  The Parish Council will also need to meet the cost 
of regularly updating the website, ongoing maintenance and future developments.

To offset these costs, the Parish Council is seeking sponsorship from local businesses in the form of small paid-for 
advertisements on the website at a maximum cost to each advertiser of £50 per year.  

If you would like to advertise your (insert business type) on the Otterburn Parish Council website, please contact me.  I very much 
look forward to hearing from you.

Item 3d Dennis’ Lane: I have advised the Footpath Officer as instructed at the last meeting.

Item 3e Hanging Baskets: I have ordered four hanging baskets as instructed at the last meeting.

Item 4d Bank Interest: I have questioned why the Parish Council pays tax on the small amounts of 
interest earned on money placed on deposit.  Tax deducted in 2007-08 amounted to £35.06.  I am advised 
that no tax should be charged.  As a result I am seeking to reverse this practice, by any means necessary 
with Lloyds TSB, and to have tax paid in previous years refunded.

Items 5b & 5c Planning applications at Otterburn Tower: These two applications have now been 
approved by Tynedale Council.
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Item 6a Gift of land for footpath to Otterburn Mill: I was asked by the Chairman to investigate issues 
for the Parish Council pertaining to the gift of land.  The following comprises my report to the Chairman:
“Following your request, I have spoken to David Francis regarding the gift of land to the Parish Council by Brian Corbett.  The 
following comprises the advice he has provided:
 
David wonders why the land should be gifted to the Parish Council. There is no particular advantage to be gained in the Parish 
Council owning the land. Initially, this may seem the best way forward.  However, in the future, no one knows what might lead 
from the Parish Council owing the land - the gift may become a liability.  For example, NCC my wish to widen the road and 
include part of the land in so doing.  
 
David's advice is that Brian should gift the land to the Highways Authority who would pay to construct the path and take 
permanent responsibility for its maintenance.  
 
My recollection was that it may not be possible for the Highways Authority to undertake the work in an acceptable period of 
time.  Thus, the PC should progress the work and then, at some point after completion, transfer the path to them for their 
future care.
 
If we take this approach then David's advice was to approach a 'High Street' solicitor, not one of the large companies.  David 
cannot recommend any solicitor in particular.  To this end I have taken a free, no obligation, opinion from my own solicitor, 
Mr. Trevor Carroll of Cuthbertson's, Blyth, as follows (Mr. Carroll is a Deputy Coroner and a senior partner in the firm):
 
Firstly, what is the land worth (even though it is being gifted to us)?  If is worth more than £125,000 stamp duty would be 
charged.  The Land Registry fee up to a value of £50,000 is £40.
 
It would seem unlikely that a mining, water authority or environmental search would be required.  However, a local search 
might be prudent to formally establish the ownership of the land and any historical issues connected with it.  The fee would be 
£65 BUT the answers to the questions asked in the search might be just as well answered by discrete local enquiries in and 
around the village (avoiding the local search and resulting fee).
 
The solicitor tells me that his fee would be £350 plus VAT (£61.25) plus a £3 search fee.  Thus, the legal costs would be in the 
region of £454.25 including VAT (excluding the local search fee).”
 
Emma Anderson
3 May, 2008
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